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THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL, MEMPHIS, 


Strange Object | 
May Be Portion | 
Of Data Balloon 


Soe'i4l th The Commerc|4] Aptesl 

SARDIS, Miss., Sent, J1.—Offi- 
vials of the Air Force and W.s. 
Engineers opened an invest!za- 
tion here Tuesday to determine 
the identity of a nisaterious oh- 
ierct whicn oimmered from the 
ties into Lake Sardis three 
rontns ago. 

5S. Engineer Jack stewart, 
hie? of dams and reservoirs at 
sardis, announced that U.s. Enci- 
eeers recovered the object }lon- 
tay when receding waters in the: 
huge reservoir left it exposed to 
view, | 
Engineers had inspected the’ 
lake once very week for evidence 
of the strance object which feel 
near J. P. Phillips, a Como, 
Miss.. fisherman, some _ Six! 
months ago. 


Mr. Stewart said the recovered, 
article, which was taken to the 
Sardis field engineers office, was 
‘‘a plastic case, measuring 4 hy 
10 by 8 inches with parachute! 
harness and containing metal 
radio tube and wires.'" He said 
the number LU-2450-AN-AL was 
found inscribed on the case. 

Capt. Virgil Kuns, assistant fly- 
ing safety officer at Greenville 
Air Force Base. was called into! , .. 
the investigation late Tuesday @Xplained, though. that it couldn't 
afternoon on the assumption that "@¥e come from Greenville be- 
the object might be connected) °4use the base doesn't release 
-with the Air Force. weather halloons * 

“We don’t have any idea as to| As to when positive [centity of 
‘the identity of the apparatus.”’ the object will be made. Mr. 
Mr. Stewart said. “"The thing Stewart said fe ceuldn't tell, 
doesn't look too complicated bur “Investigation mav end Wernes- 
vou can't teil.” he adder. fay or if may <9 %™ for days," 

Air Force officials art Green- he declared. 
wile base Said thev fee] the on 
ject Mav he the data transmit- 
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SARDS MYSTERY BOX 
IS AR FORCE RADI 


Greenville Base ti Identifies It. 
As Lost Transmitter | 


The Commercial pees 
oenensiiian Mizs., Bures 


GREENVILLE, Miss., Sept. 22.5 
A mysterious object which? 
deopped from the sky into Lake| 
: ardis three months ago was} 
‘idenhfied by Greenville Air Force} 
‘fase officials Wednesday as a) 
Signal Corps radio tor 
device, 
Dam and Reservoir officials a} “ 
sardia had kept up a wekly sur- : 

-¢\lanee of the lake after J. P. 
Phillips, a Como, Miss., fisher- 
‘man, reported seeing a strange 
| oloject fall near his boat three 
‘months ago. 

Capt. Virgil Kuns, Assistant 

flying safety officer at the Green- 
ile base, was called to identify 

a object ater receding waters 
® Sardis Reservoir Monday u 
covered a “plastic case, measur 
‘ing 8 by 10 by 4 inches, and c 
‘taining metal radio: tubes and 
| wires. Le = 
| Captain Kuns and other Green: 
ville Air Fore Base officials 
agreed the case was a paradro 
‘signal transmitter which is. 
dropped from troop carrier planes. 
to mark the spot where eras 
'ers are to bail out. 

The apparatus transmits a weak e 
radio signal which is picked ay | 
\by the troop carrying aircraft, 
Air Force officials said the trans-: 
rmitter probably feil by accident, 

from @ passing plane. 
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APOIN=X/Lt Col BY ner/er/7l092/15 Oct 54 


PoP eG scopes 
i9 OCT 1954 


‘clone seomas 5. sisapson 
“istrict Engineer, Corps of Maineer, USA 
-icxsburg Jistrict 

4ckesburg, Mississiopi 


Pear colonel Simpson: 


‘_aAnK you very wuch Cor your ietter of Uctober Sth containing a 
moiute report. of one fallen ooject at sardis Laxe, i:iisaissinoi. 


AS you are probably aware, ior the past several years the Air 
-erce haa had a aajor aetive orogram in this area and reports such as 
yours, witieh inveive eonaiderable tine on jour part, are greatly 
appreciated. 

Tor your convenienes I am attaching a copy of the "J. S. Air Force 
Summary of Events and Information Concerming the Unidentified Flying 
Object Program,” «e-igh compiles all of the latest facts which have bean 
established by the 4ir Poree in its program in this ares. 


Thank you again for your interest in keeping the Air Force informed. 
Very truly yours, 
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CORPS OF ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY 
relict OF THE DISTRICT ENGINEER 


VICKSBURG DISTRICT 


ADOSESS PEPLY TO 
S!STRICT ENGINEER 


VICKSBURG DISTRICT r OFFICE AND COURT HOUSE BLDG. 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS cia See, 
PO BOX 60 [KSBURG, MISSISSIPPI 


VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI 


eerer TOFILENO PLMKVE G October 1954, 


SUBJECT: Fallen Object - Sardis Lake, Mississippi. 


TU: Inteliizence Officer, U. S. Air Force, 
7 
Wasnington, Die Cs 


lL. On & June 1954, Mr. <C@QRRRTete 20 . 
iMiss., stated that ne saw a strange object fall near 
where he was fishing in Sardis Lake, near Sardis, 
Miss. Since Sardis Lake is a Department of the army, 
Cocps3 of ocngineesrs, lake and dam, it was decided to 
contact Mr Band make an effort to locate tne 
object. Mr, Was contacted and he zave the 
general location where the object supnvosedly fell. 
ft vas determinad at that time that the object was in 
several feet of water and could not be loeated. Since 
the normal plan it operation of our reservoir called 
for the resgervs:r to be gradually lowered during the 
summer months. t was felt that the object would be 
exposed within a seuple of months and verhaps could be 
recovered. Closa@ observation was maintained and the 
ooject was recovered on 20 September 1954. Air Force 
personnel from the Greenville Air Base were contacted 
and identifiet the object as a Signal Corps radio 
transmitting deriee. A copy of the report pertaining 
to this object « attached hereto, as Inclosure 1l1,, for 
your information. 


Ze In view of the frequent reports that are made 
in the papers concerning unidentified objects, it is 
believed that this information would be of value in your 
office for clearing up at least one unconfirmed report. 
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